


19 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, 
where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break 
in and steal, 20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in 
heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and 
where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where 
your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

Matthew 6:19-21



15 And he said to them, “Take care, and be on your 
guard against all covetousness, for one's life does not 
consist in the abundance of his possessions.”

Luke 12:15
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18 And he said, ‘I will do this: I will tear down my barns 
and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain 
and my goods.

Luke 12:18
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5 For we know that if the tent that is our earthly home 
is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens.

5 He who has prepared us for this very thing is 
God, who has given us the Spirit as a guarantee.

2 Corinthians 5:1-5





15 “Men, why are you doing these things? We also are 
men, of like nature with you, and we bring you good 
news, that you should turn from these vain things to a 
living God, who made the heaven and the earth and 
the sea and all that is in them.

Acts 14:15
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The heavens declare the glory of God,
and the sky above proclaims his handiwork.

Psalm 19:1



The heavens declare the glory of God,
and the sky above proclaims his handiwork.

Psalm 19:1

“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is 
full of his glory!”

Isaiah 6:3





20 For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power 
and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever 
since the creation of the world, in the things that have 
been made. So they are without excuse.

Romans 1:20





In God’s created order, things are the stuff through 
which we experience, understand and come to know Him 
in His fullness. Not in spite of them, but through them! 
God is our rock. Jesus is bread and water. God is my 
shield and portion. If we’re not well acquainted with the 
material world, then we certainly won’t be well 
acquainted with Him—because God is always comparing 
Himself to things.

Justin Earley, Relevant.





We sometimes try to be more spiritual than God. God 
never meant man to be a purely spiritual creature. That 
is why he uses material things like bread and wine to put 
the new life into us. We may think this rather rude and 
unspiritual. God does not: he invented eating. He likes 
matter. He invented it. 

C S Lewis



3 who forbid marriage and require abstinence from 
foods that God created to be received with 
thanksgiving by those who believe and know the 
truth. 4 For everything created by God is good, 
and nothing is to be rejected if it is received with 
thanksgiving, 5 for it is made holy [or sanctified] by the 
word of God and prayer.

1 Timothy 4:3–5
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Food was created by God in order that God might be 
thanked. Hence: Eating is not worship, but it may 
become worship. Where there is no thankfulness to God 
in the heart, eating is not worship, but a kind of 
prostitution. Eating minus gratefulness to God is not 
what eating was created to be.

John Piper





18 Behold, what I have seen to be good and fitting is to 
eat and drink and find enjoyment in all the toil with 
which one toils under the sun the few days of his life 
that God has given him, for this is his lot.

Ecclesiastes 5:18





4 Now the Spirit expressly says that in later times some 
will depart from the faith by devoting themselves 
to deceitful spirits and teachings of demons, 2 through 
the insincerity of liars whose consciences are 
seared,3 who forbid marriage and require abstinence 
from foods that God created to be received with 
thanksgiving by those who believe and know the truth.

1 Timothy 4:1-3




